Thomas's Hospital.* Up to the present time the only method of distinguishing human blood was the detection and measurement of the red corpuscles. But But it now seemed to the author that it would be possible to obtain crystals of human blood by imitating as much as possible the conditions which obtain in pernicious anaemia. A chief characteristic of the blood in this disease is a specific gravity some 20deg. below the normal, obviously due to the small number of red corpuscles present, the plasma therefore being in proportionally much greater quantity than in health. The effect of diluting normal blood with serum was therefore tried, serum from sheep's blood being used, since it is well known that the serum of the blood of one animal tends to destroy the corpuscles of another. At first, success did not follow, but having used serum which had been set aside for some days and had become somewhat decomposed,, crystals appeared in every instance in which it was used. Blood from twenty-five members of the pathology class of St. Thomas was experimented with, and crystals were obtained in every case.
Such crystals are in the form of rectangular plates of a pink colour. This, then, evidently forms a diagnostic point of great importance, as there is an universal consensus of opinion that the blood of lower animals invariably crystalises as oxyhaemoglobin onlyr while the crystals described above consist of reduced haemoglobin. The only exception to this rule is found in the blood of the monkey. At first sight it might appear that the blood of the monkey, acting like human blood, was a serious objection, but it; is not an insurmountable one, the shape of the crystals being different, the human crystal being rectangular, the monkey crystal diamond shaped, with, however, two long sides.
